
Cardinal directions 
 
 

 

North, south, east, and west 

Intermediate directions 
 

Map scale 

Tool used to measure   distance on a map 



Natural features 
 
 

 

Structures or elements made by nature 

Cultural features 
 
 

 

 

Structures or elements made by man 

latitude 
 
 

 

Horizontal lines that measure 

 



longitude 
 
 

 

vertical lines that measure 

 

Primary sources 
 
 

 

Original materials that have not been altered or    
destroyed and were actually at the historical event. 

Era or age 
 
 

 

A large period or 
section of history 



Secondary sources 
 

 

Materials that have been created 
later by someone who did not        

experience the historical event 
first hand 

Inuit 
 
 

Natives of the west 
coast of Canada and 

Alaska 

Kwakiutl 
 
 

 

Natives of the United States 
Northwest Pacific Coast 



Nez Perce 
 
 

 

Natives of the Columbia River 
Plateau  

Hopi 
 
 

 

Natives of the Southwest 
United States 

Pawnee 
 
 

 

Natives of the Midwest 
Plains of the United States 



Seminole 
 

Natives of the Southeast 
United states,  specifically 

Florida 

environment 
 
 

 

Surroundings or area that people, animals, or 
plants live 

shelter 
 

A place or structure that 
gives protection from bad 

weather or danger 



Atlantic Coastal Plain 
 

Flat Land Located along the 
East Coast of the United 

States 

Great Plains 
 

Flat land Located in 
the Midwest United 
States between the 
Mississippi River and 

Rocky Mountains 

Continental Divide 
 
 

 
 

Ridge that separates the flow of water in the eastern and 
western United States. 

Rivers flow to 

the Pacific 

Rivers flow to 

the Atlantic 



The Great Basin 
 

Region of Western U.S. 
that has no drainage 

to the ocean 

Death Valley 
 

Desert valley in south-
eastern California and 
southwestern Nevada 

Gulf of Mexico 
 

 

Located South of the United 
States and east of Mexico 



St. Lawrence River 
 

 

River flowing Northeast 
from Lake  Ontario to 
the Atlantic Ocean 

isthmus 
 

A narrow strip of land 
with water on either 
side, connecting two 

larger bodies of land. 

peninsula 
 
 

 

A piece of land almost     
surrounded by water 



piedmont 
 

Gentle slope from the base of 
mountains to a region of flat 

land 

plateau 
 
 

 

An area of high 
ground 

exploration 
 

Traveling to or 
through an            

unfamiliar area 



accomplishment 
 
 

 

Something that has been 
achieved successfully 

obstacle 
 
 

 

Something that blocks the 
way or prevents progress 

John Cabot 
 
 

 

Explored Newfoundland for 
England in 1497 



Vasco Nunez 
de Balboa 

 

Explored the isthmus of Panama 
for Spain in 1513… first to see the  

eastern shores of the Pacific 
Ocean 

Juan Ponce 
de Leon 

 

Explored Florida for Spain in 
1513… searching for the fountain 

of youth 

Christopher Columbus 
 

Discovered America while 
searching for a sea route 
to Asia for England in 1492 



Henry Hudson 
 

 

Discovered the Hudson River and 
Hudson Bay for       England in 

1610… was mutinied from his ship! 

Jacques Cartier 
 

 

Explored the St. Lawrence River for 
France 

Trade routes 
 

Pathways (by land or 
sea) used for carrying 

goods to be sold in other 
places 



Northwest Passage 
 

A desired waterway that 
connected the Atlantic 
Ocean to Asia THROUGH 

North America… 

 

Barter or exchange 
 
 

 

To trade goods or items 

Colony 
 

A place ruled by another 
country 



New England Colonies 
 

 

Colonial region known for 
strict Puritan  

Lifestyle, shipbuilding, fishing, 
and cooler climate. 

Mid-Atlantic Colonies 
 
 

 

Colonial region known for 
farming, Quaker lifestyle, 
diversity, and temperate 

Southern Colonies 
 

Colonial Region known 
for farming, debtors 

(especially in Georgia), 
and warm climate. 



climate 
 

Weather conditions 
over a long period 

of time 

resources 
 

 

Materials that can be 
used for survival or to 

make money 

Economic development 
 
 

 

Changes in the way people make 
money 



culture 
 

Lifestyle of a group of 
people that live in the 

same area 

population 
 

 

All living things in a         
particular area 

industry 
 

 

A way to make 
money 



Fertile soil 
 

 

Soil or dirt that 
plants can grow well 

in 

Savannah 
 

Colony set up by James 
Oglethorpe as a place 
for Debtors to work 

debtors 
 

 

Colonists who came to the 
Southern Colonies to work for 7 

years and pay off the money 
they owe. 



James Oglethorpe 
 

English Man who founded 
Savannah in the colony of 

Georgia. 

Mayflower Compact 
 

 

An agreement signed by 41 English colonists 
on the ship the Mayflower. that Estab-

lished their government 

Puritans 
 

A group of English protestants that 
wanted to purify the church of England, 

and migrated to New England Colonies. 



Quakers 
 

 

People of England that 
migrated to the       

Mid-Atlantic Colonies 

Revolution 
 

A sudden, big change 

interdependence 
 
 

 

Two or more groups rely on 
each other 



Independence 
 

 

Self ruling or ability to 
take care of yourself 

French and Indian War 
British vs. 

French/Native 
Americans 

Fought to claim 
the Ohio River 

Valley 

British Imperial Policy 
 
 

 

The policy that says England rules over the 13 
Colonies 



Ohio River Valley 
 

Area of land between 
the Appalachian   
Mountains and         

Mississippi river  

Stamp Act 
 
 

 

King George III taxed stamps 
and other paper goods 

Townsend Act 
 
 

King George III 
taxed paint, lead, 

paper, tea, and 
glass. 



repeal 
 

 

To take    
something 

back 

Declaratory Act 
 

 

 

 

King George III repealed the stamp 
act, but declared he had the right to 

tax the colonists 

 I CAN TAX YOU ! ! !  

Committees of Correspondence 
 

 

Group of colonists that 
wrote letters to inform 

other colonies about events 



Intolerable Acts 
 

 

A collection of rules that King George III 
enforced such as no public meetings, Boston 

Harbor is closed, Colonists must Quarter 
Soldiers, etc. 

1st Continental Congress 

 
First official meeting of      

colonial delegates who sent a 
complaint letter to King 

George III 

Delegate 
 

 

A person who represents a 
group 



Boston Massacre 
 
 

Fight between British Soldiers 
and Colonists of Boston 

Sons of Liberty 
 

 

Group of colonists who 
led the revolt against 

King George III 

Boycott 
 

 

To refuse to buy or do 
something 



Boston Tea Party 
 

Also known as the “Destruction 
of the tea”… colonists protest 

tea taxes by spilling tea into the 
Boston Harbor 

Declaration of Independence 
 

Document signed by the 
Sons of Liberty that an-
nounced the 13 Colonies 
were independent from 

England. 

Tyranny 
 
 

 

Cruel government or rule 



King George III 
 

 

King of England who taxed   
colonists 

George Washington 
 

Commander of the Colonial  
Army and eventual first  

president 

Benjamin Franklin 
 

Son of liberty in charge of 
representing   Colonists in 

England and France 



Thomas Jefferson 
 

Son of Liberty...wrote the   
Declaration of Independence… 

became the 3rd president 

Benedict Arnold 
 

Traitor!  
Started off fighting for 

the Colonists, then moved 
over to the British! 

Patrick Henry 
 

Son of Liberty known for 
saying, “Give me liberty or 

give me death!” 



John Adams 
 

Cousin of Samuel Adams… Son 
of Liberty who helped lead 

the American Revolution 

Marquis de Lafayette 
 

French general who helped the   
colonial army to victory in the 

American Revolutionary War 

Paul Revere 
 

Son of Liberty known for riding to 
Lexington and     

Concord warning 
that “the Regulars 

are coming!” 



Minutemen 
 

 

Colonial men who could be ready 
to fight at a moment’s notice 

Thomas Paine 
 

Son of liberty… wrote the 
pamphlet “Common Sense” 

Lord Cornwallis 
 

British general...soon                 
surrendered at Yorktown 



Samuel Adams 
 

 

Son of Liberty… led the    
revolts in Boston 

John Hancock 
 

Son of liberty… businessman… assisted the 
revolts in Boston… signed his name so 

large on the Declaration of Independence 
so KGIII could “see it” 

Guerrilla 
warfare 

 

Strategy of hiding and am-
bushing enemies  



surrender 
 
 

To give up 

Natural or inalienable  rights 
 

 

Rights that nobody can take 
away such as “life, liberty, 

and the pursuit of            
happiness.” 

Articles of Confederation 

 
First attempt to create a 

United States                              
government…  

   It was not successful 



Constitutional Convention 

 
 

Meeting in which the founding 
fathers wrote the constitution 

Constitution 
 

Document that planned 
out the United States 

Government 

James Madison 
 

Founding father...Wrote the con-
stitution… 4th president 



Founding fathers 
 

 

 
 

Men who planned the  government of the    
United States 

The Great Compromise 
 

Agreement on how each 
state would be  

represented in       
Congress 

Executive Branch 
 

 

President and cabinet…
enforces the laws 



Legislative Branch 
 

 

Congress (Senate and house of 
Representatives)… makes the 

laws 

Judicial Branch 
 

Supreme Court...interprets 
the laws 

Checks and balances 
(separation of power) 

 

The process of the three 
branches working together to 
even out the political power. 



Federal Government 
 
 

Governs the country 

(president is the executive) 

State Government 
 
 

Governs individual states 

(Governor is the executive) 

Local government 
 

Governs a city 

(Mayor is the executive) 



Bill of Rights 
 

 

First 10 Amendments (or 
changes) to the         

Constitution 

Preamble 
 

The beginning of the 
constitution that 

tells the purpose of 
the document. 

Common Good 
 
 

 

 

The well being of all people 



Democratic society 
 
 

 

 

A government run by elected representatives 

Territorial expansion 
 

Spreading out your   
territory  

or gaining new land for 
your country 

Louisiana Purchase 
 

Thomas Jeffer-
son bought land 
in the Midwest 
from France 



Lewis and Clark Expedition 

 
 Lewis and Clark were sent 

to explore the new          
territory bought in the   

Louisiana Purchase 

Oregon Trail 
Wagon trail    

between          
Independence, 

MO. and the new 
territory of  

Oregon 

Sacagawea 
 

Native American woman who 
helped during the journey 

of Lewis and Clark 



The Alamo 
 

Location, in Texas, where a   
battle between Mexican troops 
and Texas defenders happened. 
The  Americans lost, but used 

this battle as motivation during 
the Mexican-American War 

California Gold Rush 
 

1848-1855…  

a huge rush to move to 
California in  order to find 

gold. 

Mining towns 
 

towns where many 
Americans lived 
while digging and 
collecting gold. 



Manifest Destiny 
 

 

The belief that you have 
the right to expand your 

territory 

Francis Scott Key 
 
 

 

 

Wrote the “Star Spangled Banner” while watching the  

battle of Fort McHenry during the War of 1812 

Commandeer  
 

To take over someone 
else’s ship 

(ex: British navy commandeered 
U.S. ships in the war of 1812) 



The War of 1812 
 

1812-1814 

Americans fight British to stop 
British from forming alliances 

with Native Americans and        
commandeering American ships 

Dolly Madison 
 

President Madison’s wife… 
saved historical artifacts 

from being burned in the 
white house during war of 

1812 

Statehood 
 

  To be recognized as 
an official state of the 

United States of 
 America 



Trail of Tears 
 

Cherokee Native       
Americans were forced 

to leave land in the 
South East because of 
gold mining, and travel 

at all costs to            
Oklahoma 

“49ers” 
 

Young Americans who      
traveled to California for 

Gold mining in 1849. 

Industrial Revolution 
 

Time period between 1760-1840 in 
which there was a huge boom in 
technology, inventions, trade 

and manufacturing.  



Steam engine locomotive 
 

Machine used to speed up transportation… 
powered by steam and hydraulics 

Cotton Gin 
 

Invented by Eli Whitney to 
speed up the process of 
picking and separating    

cotton 

telegraph 
 

Invented by Samuel Morse 
to speed upcommunication 



Canals 
 

Manmade waterways that rise 
and lower in  order to let 

boats pass through 

Assembly lines 
 

 

Rows of people who work    
together to build a product 

faster. 

Erie Canal 
 
 

 

Manmade water way that connects the Hudson River to Lake 
Erie… allowed for the faster transport of goods. 



reform 
 
 

 

To make changes to something 

abolitionist 
 

A person who supports the     
removal of slavery 

suffrage 
 
 

The right to vote  



suffragist 
 
 

 

A person who supports equal voting rights, 

Specifically for women’s voting rights 

Harriet Tubman 
 
 

 

Woman who led enslaved people to freedom  
using the Underground Railroad. 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
 
 

 

Female suffragist who led the fight for     
women’s voting rights. 



Sojourner Truth 
 
 

 

African-American woman who supported the 
removal of slavery and women’s suffrage 

Opportunity Cost 
 
 

 

Something you must 
give up in order to 

gain something 

benefit 
 
 

 

Something you gain 



Voluntary exchange 
 
 

 

Buyers and sellers are free to participate in 
purchasing and selling products 

Supply and demand 
 

Supply is how much of a 
product you have. 

Demand is how badly people 
want your product. 

Personal budget 
 

 

A money plan that helps you 
balance how much you earn, 

save, and spend. 



income 
 

How much money you earn or 
get 

expenses 
 
 

 

Things that you need and must spend    
money on 



Type here 
 
 

 

Type here 


