January 23, 2015
Social Studies Government Project

Dear Parents,

     One of the most important units we do in fourth grade is our government unit. I decided to have them do a social studies project for the 3rd nine weeks because this unit is difficult for many students. It does happen to be one of my favorite units to teach because it explains how America works.

 I will take the students to the media center to check out a government book, however, there may not be enough for each student to secure a book because all fourth grade classes are learning about government. I encourage you to visit the Gwinnett County Public Library for additional resources or databases. An example but not limited to Ben’s Guide to Government located on the Mulberry website. 
The students will use their library book, textbook, or websites to complete their social studies project.  Additional websites that they may use for the completion of their project can be accessed from the Mulberry website. Go to educational links, click on social studies, and look for government. There are four sites available for students to use. My favorite site is Ben’s Guide to U.S. Government. Also, the students will find books on True Flix as well.


The Government Assessment will be at the end of February.
If the students do not like the book they checked out here at school please have them choose another book here or go to the local library to find another book. Don’t forget the students will have access to their textbook (has most of the information that the students need to know) and websites from the Mulberry website.  


The students will be presenting their project to the class as we are learning the concepts about America’s Government.  This is a very important unit in how our Founding Father’s set up the government system that is still used today in our country. The project will count for the following grades:
Reading – presentation

Spelling in writing

Grammar/Writing grade

Most importantly a SS grade- did the student understand the concept enough to present it to others. 

The students will be graded on the common core standards under language arts, technology, & social studies. It’s important for students to have the experience of speaking in front of others while presenting a topic and listening to others while they are speaking. *The presenter needs to engage the others.  

There are no guidelines to follow! JUST BE CREATIVE! You have the power to choose how you want to teach us. A few suggestions are as follows:

Prezi, paper slide, movie maker (video), power point, write a song or sing a song, make an activity for us to complete, write a play, advertisement, make a book & read to us, & etc. The sky is the limit! BE CREATIVE!


The projects will have different due dates! Please refer to the bold print under the Government GPS note that comes home on Monday. The due dates are bolded at the end of each concept. It is very difficult to have everyone share at once. The main reason is I want them to share their project as they are learning it in class. 


Remember, we will discuss it in class. I have a few examples that I will share with the class in the next week. Please don’t wait until the last minute. They may turn them in early.

*We will devote a little of the time to the projects here, however, the project is mainly a home project. I will introduce the government unit to the class this week. I have some time planned the week of February 3rd, for the students to work on their project at school. There will be no time after 2/10/15, due to other students presenting their projects and preparing for the government assessment at the end of February. The students will have access to their textbook, the lab tops, and their device during this time. Please make sure if your child is using technology that they are saving their project to their eClass drop box or a flash drive, so they have easy access to it at school. Please make sure they include a bibliography with their work.


I am really looking forward to seeing and learning from the students.
Thank you,

Jill Lambes
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