Middle Colonies

· New York

· Pennsylvania

· New Jersey

· Delaware
Reasons for Settling

· Religious freedom

· Climate more inviting than New England’s

· Land rich and fertile

· Business opportunity for small shop owners
Government

· Town Meetings

· Only white, landowning man allowed to vote

· House of burgesses
· Framers of present government (Pennsylvania)
Geography

· Sandy soil, but rich fertile areas for farming

· Gentle rolling hills

Climate

· Mild and more inviting than colder New England and humid Southern colonies
Natural Resources

· Forest

· Swamps

· Mountains

· Atlantic Ocean

· Navigable rivers
· Good natural harbors
Products/ Crops

· Called the “Breadbasket Colonies” due to amount of grain grown (wheat, corn, rye, barley, oats)
Economy/ Jobs

· Farming/ agriculture

· Trading

· Indentured servants

· Finance merchants

· Crafts people

· Gristmills

